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Artists on Tour

Most of the cello music you’ll hear when 
Bach and Boombox comes to visit was written by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the most talented 
musicians of all time. He could make up and 
play a piece of music at the keyboard (with four 
different parts!) right on the spot. He is now known 
as one of the giants of classical music, like Mozart 
and Beethoven, and his music is played all the 
time. But in his own time (1685-1750), most people 
didn’t know who he was. Unlike famous musicians 
today, such as Beyonce or Taylor Swift, Bach 
never went on tour to play his music – in fact, he 
never traveled more than 50 miles from where 
he was born (in Eisenach, a small town in central 
Germany). 

Since there were no recordings back then, if 
you wanted to hear Bach’s music, you had to play 
it yourself, or hear someone else play it in person. 
Bach had 20 children, and the whole family 
played music. In fact, he wrote lots of music for 

his children to help them learn to play, and many 
of his children became composers too! Here’s a 
picture of a typical day in Bach’s house (he’s the 
one at the keyboard):

Unlike today’s well-paid stars, Bach never 
made a lot of money, so he had to work very hard 
to support his big family – he taught school, wrote 
music for the church, as well as for princes and 
other royalty. As busy as he was, he still managed 
to write over 1,000 pieces of music! He was not 
a very good employee, apparently – he often 
complained about his employers and his salary, 
and quit several of his jobs. He once tried to leave 
his position for a better one, and his boss, the 
Duke of Weimar, got so mad he threw Bach in jail 
for a month! While he was in prison, Bach made 
good use of the time and wrote several organ 
pieces. 

Johann SebaStian bach
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Power of rePetition
The lives of musicians today are very different 

from Bach’s, but the way they put their music 
together is exactly the same! All good musicians 
know the power of repetition – taking a little group 
of notes and playing them again and again. Think 
about your favorite pop song – chances are, it’s 
got a “hook” – something that holds it all together, 
and that sticks in your head. Here are some 
examples:
https://open.spotify.com/user/bachandboombox/

playlist/46FRijY3nu6CTPaWOacVai

Bach’s music does this all the time, too. 

converSationS
With 20 children, Bach’s house must have 

been noisy all day long. Imagine how many 
conversations he had with his kids every day! 
You can hear some of those conversations in his 
music, too – when Bach and Boombox comes 
to your school, he’ll play some of his favorites. 
All music is full of conversations – between 
two singers, different groups of instruments, or 
the singer and the audience – here are some 
examples:
https://open.spotify.com/user/bachandboombox/

playlist/2fzGWi28ED1TTMBGp7ciTj

here are Some thingS you can 
think about before bach and 
boombox’S viSit. 

 � When you listen to music, do you think about 
how it gets put together? The next time you 
listen to your favorite song, think about the 
parts that stick out – where’s the “hook”? 

 � Is there a conversation going on? If you hear 
the instruments talking, what are they saying? 
Do they agree with each other, or not?

 � What is each instrument’s job? Is one “in 
charge,” or are they all equally important?

bach and boombox
http://bachandboombox.com/

Nat Chaitkin of Bach and Boombox has 
made several appearances as a soloist with 
orchestras, including a performance of the 
Schumann Concerto which the Washington Post 
praised for its “engaging flair and commitment.” 
He has played recitals broadcast on Radio 
Canada and Chicago’s WFMT, at the National 
Gallery of Art and the Banff Centre. He has 
recorded for Albany Records.

Nat grew up in New York City and graduated 
from the Pre-College Division of the Juilliard 
School. He received degrees in music and 
American History at the University of Michigan, 
and a doctorate at the University of Maryland. 
He also studied at the Tanglewood and Salzburg 
Festivals.

After college, Nat moved to Washington, 
DC and became a member of the “President’s 
Own” U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra. He also 
taught at Georgetown University and became 
a black belt in Tae Kwon Do. He later taught at 
Michigan State University and was a member of 
the Grand Rapids Symphony. Nat now teaches 
at the Preparatory Division of the University of 
Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music. 
He is a member of the Cincinnati Chamber 
Orchestra and the ProMusica Chamber 
Orchestra.

In 2012, Nat 
was awarded the 
City of Cincinnati’s 
Artist Ambassador 
Fellowship, giving 
him the opportunity 
to reach underserved 
audiences by 
presenting his 
innovative program, 
Bach and Boombox, in 
public spaces around 
the city, including 
community centers, 
libraries and offices.
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