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“In a sense, the [source] images are like musical scores, not traditional scoring of music, but graphic 
notation, so that the images might suggest the strings to be plucked following, say, the curve of the 
river in the image—determining what notes will sound. The sounds are not illustrations of the images, 
but suggestions of sound actions, as determined by what can be seen or ‘read’ from the images. In all 
of the work there is a source, or series of sources, that are taken apart and put back together in 
different ways—whether it be a photograph, a musical notation, a sound or a phrase. In many ways, 
the works are all about flow—things moving in various directions….”  

— Steve Roden, 2015 

 
 
Roden’s sound/video piece touch strings seep sleep pluck (2015), is based on a series 
of aged postcards picturing the Ohio River in the Cincinnati area. The composition is 
arranged using sounds created by an antique zither (a stringed musical instrument 
whose strings are the same length as its soundboard), and the artist’s own voice. 
Instead of traditional stereo, each channel of sound varies in length, so that the 
recordings “improvise” with each other, creating a dynamic audio experience that rarely 
repeats. Like touch strings seep sleep pluck, Roden’s water music series transforms 
source material into a remixed presentation of visualized sound. In water music, the 
scores are based on traditional notation for drumming, artistically altered to reflect the 
rhythms of flowing rivers.  
 
Steve Roden is an American sound and visual artist who pioneered the lowercase style 
of music, where quiet, usually unheard sounds, are amplified amid long stretches of 
silence to form complex and rich soundscapes. His discography includes Forms of 
Paper (2001), which was commissioned by the Los Angeles Public Library. In 2013, 
Roden’s work was featured in a two-person exhibition with Jenny Perlin at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, Ohio, and in 2012 in a solo exhibition at Los 
Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions (LACE), Los Angeles, California. In 2010, a mid-
career survey of Roden’s work was presented at the Armory Center for the Arts, 
Pasadena, California, curated by Howard Fox. Other works have been included in 
exhibitions at the Fellows of Contemporary Art (Los Angeles); the Las Vegas Art 
Museum (Las Vegas, Nevada); the Mercosul Biennial (Porto Alegre, Brazil); the 
Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego (both Downtown and La Jolla); the 
Serpentine Gallery (London); the Sculpture Center (New York); and the Centre 
Georges Pompidou (Paris). In 2011, Roden received an individual Artist Grant from the 
Foundation for Contemporary Arts, and recently received a California Community 
Foundation Getty Fellowship Grant for continuing works. 
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