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In late 2013, Denny Griffith began creating what would be his final series of 
works, depicting enigmatic, biomorphic forms in vividly colored landscape-
like environments. These large-scale paintings and works on paper host a 
cast of animated characters with bold, yet fragile bodies, gesturing toward 
fantasy, playfulness, and a celebration of life.  
 
Executed in oil paint over an encaustic sub-layer of beeswax on panels, 
these paintings draw from a number of artistic forbearers including Philip 
Guston, Joan Miró, Alexander Calder, and Salvador Dalí. Beginning with 
First in 2013, the works are titled by their date of completion in a series 
where each painting influenced the look and feel of the next work in line. 
Using this process, Griffith was able to explore the physicality of the 
medium he was working in while maintaining a unified concept and 
aesthetic throughout the series.     
 
Centralized figures propped on stilts or legs, or sometimes apparently 
suspended from wires running off the picture plane, sit against a horizon in 
a surreal landscape. Cloud forms, which seem to be dynamically active, 
curiously inquire as to what these central figures are. Here is some kind of 
family, populating some other plane or dimension, inhabiting what Griffith 
called Another World.  
 

Dennison W. Griffith, “Denny,” was a painter and photographer who lived 
and worked in Columbus, OH, and Asheville, NC. He was the third 
president of the Columbus College of Art & Design, serving from 1998 until 
his retirement in 2014. He earned his master of fine arts from Ohio State 
University (1994) and his bachelor of fine arts from Ohio Wesleyan 
University (1974). He received certificates of completion from the Getty 
Leadership Institute (1996) and the Harvard Institute for Education 
Management (1998). In 2014, he was awarded an honorary doctorate of 
arts from Columbus College of Art & Design. Griffith’s work has been 
included in more than 100 group and solo exhibitions domestically and 
abroad, and is held in the collections of public institutions such as the 
Butler Institute of American Art, the Columbus Museum of Art, the 
Columbus Metropolitan Library, and the Pizzuti Collection. He is 
represented by Hammond Harkins Gallery, Ltd. in Columbus, OH. 


