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Duffy Hudson is an actor, director, writer, 
teacher and filmmaker. After graduating from 
college, he moved to New York City where he 
attended the Circle in the Square Theater School, 
on Broadway. He has studied with such great 
Directors as Michael Kahn, Nikos Psacharopoulos, 
Nakita Mikhalkov (Academy Award winning 
director for Burnt by The Sun) as well as Sandra 
Seacat and Larry Moss. 

Duffy began his New York career working 
backstage with Michael Ritchie (Artistic Director 
Center Theatre Group) on several Broadway 
productions including Present Laughter with 
George C. Scott. He has performed in hundreds of 
plays, some on Broadway, The Misanthrope and 
Enemies, and off Broadway, Whores of Heaven, 
Riddley Walker, Nana, Twelfth Night, Winters Tale, 
Macbeth, Biderbecks Last Drunk (Samuel French 
Award Winner) and Report To The Academy, 
which he performed at The Actors Studio. 

Duffy’s EDgar allan PoE

I am often asked how I came to perform a 
show on Edgar Allan Poe.

One night, long ago when I was nine-years-
old my father walks into my room reading The 
Raven by Edgar Allan Poe. Now my father was a 
very dramatic fellow and this was quite a spirited 
performance. I found the poem to be haunting and 
sad and a bit scary. I mean what the hell was this 
bird doing in this guys bedroom?

When this impromptu performance had 
concluded my father informed me that we were 
going to learn this poem and perform it together 
for the family on Halloween. Now you have to 
understand that my father was also an actor so 
the idea of performing this for the family was very 
exciting. 

I began to read and memorize The Raven. 
And while immersing myself in this poem I read 
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” “The Black Cat” and “The 

Cask of Amontillado” (I assure you my fellow third 
graders did not share my enthusiasm for Edgar 
Allan Poe.)

I had committed to memory nearly a third of 
the poem when I realized that my father wasn’t 
studying the poem and this had been, perhaps 
a trick to get me to read Poe. Well it worked and 
Edgar Allan Poe was now firmly anchored in my 
psyche.

Fast forward several years and I am now a 
professional actor. I received a form letter from 
a booking agency specializing in one person 
shows of historical characters. I didn’t have such 
a show so I threw the letter in the trash. Here is 
where fate intervened. The letter landed face up 
and open on the top of the trash can and every 
time I walked through the kitchen I glanced down 
a read more of the letter. They were looking for 
historical characters, shows no longer than an 
hour. They said that there were hundreds of local 
venues looking for such performances and listed 
a ball park fee they were willing to pay for each 
performance.

Well I’m an actor and actors are always 
looking for a job so the wheels started turning and 
by the third pass through the kitchen the entire 
Edgar Allan Poe show had presented itself to my 
mind and I was on the phone with this agency 
pitching the show within the hour.

They were thrilled with the idea and began 
booking me right away. I put the entire show 
together in five days and the rest is history. 

I have since performed Poe over 1,300 
times to more than 400 standing ovations. I have 
recently been honored to perform for Edgar’s 
210th birthday celebration at The Poe House and 
Museum in Fordham NY where Poe lived his final 
years and all because my father tricked me into 
reading 
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EDgar allan PoE  
(1809-1849)

Edgar Allan Poe wrote poetry, fiction and 
criticism. He claimed poetry was his passion but 
he wrote fiction and criticism to sustain a living. 
Poe is described as a Gothic writer. His settings 
and characters exist in an inexplicable world 
where semi-supernatural events occur. At times 
it is difficult to determine whether the setting and 
events are real or a creation of the narrator’s 
mind. But the focus in nearly all of his stories (and 
some poetry) is either the mind’s perceptions 
and conceptions of the world, the mind trying to 
comprehend the world, or the soul wrestling with 
itself. Some literary critics believe that some of 
Poe’s writing contains subtle irony. Edgar Allan 
Poe was the first American creative writer to 
influence a literary movement in Europe – French 
Symbolism.

Biography
Edgar Allan Poe’s biography is as mysterious 

as his writings. Although several people who 
knew Poe – or knew someone who knew Poe 
– have talked about him and presented letters, 
photographs, etc., the “facts” of his life often 
contradict themselves or are unverifiable. Poe, 
himself, is believed to have contributed to the 
problem by giving misinformation about himself. 
He created and manipulated his own public image 
to sell his writings. The most mysterious aspects 
of Poe’s life are the circumstances surrounding 
and the cause of his death. 

Poe was born in Boston in 1809 and orphaned 
at an early age. He was then raised by John 
Allan, a successful businessman from Richmond, 
Virginia. When Poe was six, the Allan family 
moved to England, and returned to the United 
States in 1820. Poe then attended the University 
of Virginia for only a year, but had to drop out to 
pay his debts. Allan was displeased with Poe’s 
behavior, such as his drinking, and refused to 
pay Poe’s gambling debts. So he forced Poe to 
work as a clerk. Poe disliked the job and quit, 
estranging Allan. After moving to Boston, Poe 
published his first book anonymously, Tamerlane 

and Other Poems (1827). After its publication, Poe 
enlisted in the US Army for a two-year term. In 
1829, Poe reconciled with Allan, who then secured 
him a post at the US Military Academy. Again, Poe 
disliked the position and was dismissed for neglect 
of duty, causing Allan to permanently disowned 
Poe.

In 1831, Poe moved to Baltimore and lived with 
his aunt and her 11-year-old daughter, Virginia 
Clemm. Poe was editor of the Southern Literary 
Messenger from 1835 to 1837. In 1836, he married 
his cousin, Virginia. However, their marriage was 
marred by her long illness, during which Poe 
worked as an editor for several periodicals in 
Philadelphia and New York City. In 1847 Virginia 
died, leaving Poe emotionally devastated.

Poe died in October 1849 with the 
circumstances and cause of his death remaining 
an enigma. Two main theories have emerged. 
The first is that Poe’s death was alcohol-related. 
The second is that he was a victim of a political 
gang (see “Cooping Theory” below). It is known 
that on October 3, 1849, Poe was found on a 
Baltimore street by Joseph Walker. At Poe’s 
request, Mr. Walker sent for Dr. J. E. Snodgrass. It 
was decided to send Poe to Washington College 
Hospital. For the next couple of days Poe lapsed 
in and out of consciousness. He died in the early 
morning hours on October 7, 1849.
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Alcohol Theory
Poe was known for his episodes of heavy 

drinking, especially during Virginia’s illness. 
According to this theory, when Mr. Walker found 
Poe, he was absorbantly drunk. The main 
proponent of this theory was Dr. Snodgrass. 
However, Dr. Snodgrass was an adamant 
supporter of the temperance movement. Some 
believe that he distorted the facts of Poe’s death in 
order to promote the temperance movement. The 
alcohol theory does not explain the fact that Poe’s 
clothes had been changed. He was found wearing 
old, tattered, decrepit clothes that were not his 
own.

Cooping Theory
During Poe’s time, Baltimore was notorious 

for corrupt elections: ballots were stolen; judges 
bribed; and voters intimidated. People were 
kidnapped by gangs and held in a room, called the 
“coop.” The gangs forced their captives to go in 
and out of polls, voting over and over again for the 
candidates of the gang’s preference. The gangs 
often beat, drugged or liquored up their victims to 
force compliance. Their clothes might be changed 
to go through the polls several times. October 3, 
1849, was election day in Baltimore and Poe was 
found near Ryan’s Fourth Ward Polls, which was 
both a bar and a voting place. This theory would 
explain Poe’s change of clothes and his confused 
state. However, Poe was well known in Baltimore 
and probably would have been recognized. All the 
evidence for this theory is purely circumstantial. 
Nonetheless, the majority of Poe’s biographers 
describe this as the cause of his death.

amErican romanticism
Prior to the 19th century, the majority of writing 

produced in the United States were treatises – 
religious and political – or personal narratives. 
During the 1800s, a distinctive American literature 
developed, known as American Romanticism 
(late 1830s to 1861). Writers during this period 
blended ideas of European Romanticism, Gothic 
literature and the British novel. From European 
Romanticism, American writers borrowed the 
ideas of emphasizing nature over the city, 
the individual over society and emotion over 
rationality. The Gothic novel, popular in Britain 
from the late 1700s to early 1800s, explored the 
supernatural and grotesque, while the British 
novel created realistic representations of society 
in great detail. American Romantics used these 
elements to different extents. They blended 
fantasy with reality. Realistic events were often 
symbolic and should be read figuratively. Usually, 
the central theme of American Romantic writing 
is the internal world of the self, the world of the 
mind or individualism. Major writers of American 
Romanticism were Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Edgar 
Allan Poe, Henry David Thoreau, and Walt 
Whitman.
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activitiEs
Analysis

 � Use the following questions to analyze the 
three works covered in In the Shadow of the 
Raven – “The Raven,” “Annabel Lee,” and “Tell 
Tale Heart” – or another of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
works.
Theme: What is the surface theme? What is 

the symbolic theme?
Setting: What is it? Are there any symbolic 

elements? If so, what do they represent? 
Does it present a real setting or a 
mysterious/surreal place?

Narrator: Who is narrating the piece? What is 
the state of his mind? What is a fabrication 
of the narrator’s mind? What elements 
have become exaggerated in the narrator’s 
mind?

 � Compare “The Raven,” “Annabel Lee,” and 
“Tell Tale Heart” to Poe’s other poetry and 
stories, such as “Lenore,” using the above 
questions. 

Research Topics
 � Romanticism in Europe
 � Compare Poe’s writings to those of the 

European Romantics, e.g., Wordsworth, 
Colridge, Shelly, Lord Byron, etc.

 � The French Symbolist movement: Charles 
Baudelaire’s view of Poe; Poe’s influence on 
the French Symbolists 

 � Concurrent American writers, e.g., Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel Hawtorne, etc.

 � Literary journals 1800-1850; where else were 
stories published?

 � The Temperance Movement in America
 � The Transcendental Movement
 � American History (1830 - 60): 

Expansion Westward 
Slavery 
Jacksonian Democracy 
Industrialization

vocabulary
Allegory – a symbolic representation, using 

fictional figures and actions to express truths 
or generalizations

Gothic – a style of fiction characterized by 
the use of desolate or remote settings and 
macabre, mysterious or violent incidents

Irony – the use of words to express something 
other than and especially the opposite of the 
literal meaning; incongruity between the actual 
result of a sequence of events and the normal 
or expected result

Macabre – having death as a subject, comprising 
or including a personalized representation of 
death; dwelling on the gruesome; tending to 
produce horror in a beholder

Romanticism – a literary, artistic, and 
philosophical movement originating in the 18th 
century, characterized chiefly by a reaction 
against neoclassicism and an emphasis on the 
imagination and emotions

Sublime – of outstanding spiritual, intellectual 
or moral worth; tending to inspire awe 
usually because of elevated quality (as of 
beauty, nobility, or grandeur) or transcendent 
excellence

Supernatural – of or relating to an order of 
existence beyond the visible observable 
universe, especially, of or relating to God or a 
god, demigod, spirit or devil; departing from 
what is usual or normal, so as to appear to 
transcend the laws of nature

Surreal – having the intense irrational reality of 
a dream 

Symbolism – artistic imitation or invention 
that is a method of revealing or suggesting 
immaterial, ideal or otherwise intangible truth 
or states; the use of conventional or traditional 
signs in the representation of divine beings 
and spirits

Temperance – moderation in action, thought or 
feeling; moderation in or abstinence from the 
use of intoxicating drink


