
Professional Organizations 
A list of professional organizations that may be of interest to young professionals in the arts 
 

National Organizations  

American Alliance of Museums, www.aam-us.org  
The American Alliance of Museums has been bringing museums together since 1906, helping to 
develop standards and best practices, gathering and sharing knowledge, and providing advocacy 
on issues of concern to the entire museum community. 

Americans for the Arts, www.americansforthearts.org  
Americans for the Arts is the nation's leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts in 
America. With 45 years of service, it is dedicated to representing and serving local communities and 
creating opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate all forms of the arts. 

ArtsReady, www.artsready.org 
ArtsReady, an online emergency preparedness service by and for arts/cultural nonprofits, provides 
arts organizations with customized business continuity plans for post-crisis sustainability.  

Association of Arts Administration Educators, www.artsadministration.org  
The Association of Arts Administration Educators (AAAE) consists of more than 150 member 
programs, all training and equipping students in arts leadership, management, entrepreneurship, 
cultural policy, and more. AAAE serves as a convener, a resource, and an advocate for formal arts 
administration education. 

Association of Performing Arts Presenters, www.artspresenters.org  

APAP is the national service, advocacy and membership organization for the performing arts 
presenting field. 

The Broadway League, http://broadwayleague.com/ 
The Broadway League is the national trade association for the Broadway industry. Our 700-plus 
members include theatre owners and operators, producers, presenters, and general managers in 
North American cities, as well as suppliers of goods and services to the commercial theatre 
industry.  

Dance USA, www.danceusa.org 
Established in 1982 as the national service organization for the professional dance field, 
Dance/USA is a membership organization currently serving nearly 500 aerial, ballet, contemporary, 
modern, culturally specific, jazz, and tap companies, dance service and presenting organizations, 
individuals, and related organizations. 

Educational Theatre Association, www.schooltheatre.org 
Mission: Shaping lives through theatre; Vision: Every student will have access to theatre taught by 
qualified educators as a vital part of a well-rounded education. 

International Association of Venue Managers, www.iavm.org 
Representing public assembly venues from around the globe, IAVM's active members include 
managers and senior executives from auditorium, arenas, convention centers, exhibit halls, 
stadiums, performing arts centers, university complexes, and amphitheaters. 
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International Festival and Events Association (IFEA), www.ifea.com  
The International Festivals & Events Association (IFEA) is the association supporting and enabling 
festival and event professionals worldwide. In partnership with global affiliates (IFEA Africa, IFEA 
Asia, IFEA Australia, IFEA Europe, IFEA Latin America, IFEA Middle East, and IFEA North 
America) the organization's common vision is for "A Globally United Industry that Touches Lives in 
a Positive Way through Celebration".  

International Performing Arts for Youth, www.ipayweb.org  
THE IPAY MISSION: To create professional and education opportunities for key stakeholders in 
North America (artists, agents, and presenters) to engage around support of meaningful performing 
arts experiences for young audiences. 

International Live Events Association, www.ileahub.com  
The International Live Events Association (ILEA) is a global community of thousands of creative 
event professionals whose skills, expertise and experience power some of the most influential live 
events around the world.  

International Ticketing Association (INTIX), www.intix.org 
INTIX is the leading forum for ticketing professionals, representing the most comprehensive view of 
the industry and its practices, products and services.  

League of American Orchestras, www.americanorchestras.org  
The League of American Orchestras leads, supports, and champions America’s orchestras and the 
vitality of the music they perform. 

National Association for Music Education, https://nafme.org 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME), among the world’s largest arts education 
organizations, is the only association that addresses all aspects of music education.  

National Art Education Association (NAEA), www.arteducators.org 
Founded in 1947, the National Art Education Association is the leading professional membership 
organization exclusively for visual arts educators.  

National Dance Education Organization, www.ndeo.org 
NDEO provides professional development, networking forums, honor societies, journals, research 
and advocacy tools for teachers, administrators and students in the field of dance arts education.  

National Guild for Community Arts Education, http://nationalguild.org 
The National Guild for Community Arts Education strives to ensure all people have opportunities to 
maximize their creative potential by developing leaders, strengthening organizations, and 
advocating for community arts education. 

Opera America, www.operaamerica.org 
OPERA America draws on resources and expertise from within and beyond the opera field to 
advance a mutually beneficial agenda that serves and strengthens the field through programs in the 
following categories: creation, presentation, and enjoyment. 
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TCG: Theatre Communications Group, www.tcg.org 
Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American theatre, was 
founded to foster communication among professional, community, and university theatres. In all of 
its endeavors, TCG seeks to increase the organizational efficiency of its member theatres, cultivate 
and celebrate the artistic talent and achievements of the field, and promote a larger public 
understanding of, and appreciation for, the theatre. 

Young Nonprofit Professionals Network, www.ynpn.org  
 The Young Nonprofit Professionals Network (YNPN) activates emerging leaders by connecting 

them with resources, people, and ideas. 
 YNPN Greater Cincinnati, www.facebook.com/pages/YNPN-Greater-Cincinnati/177869296414 

 
 

Regional Organizations  

Association of Midwest Museums, www.midwestmuseums.org 
The Association of Midwest Museums (AMM) has sought to connect museums across the eight-
state region of the Midwest, including Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin. Our mission is to strengthen museums in the Midwest by providing nationally 
relevant, regionally specific programs, products, and networking opportunities.  

Arts Midwest, www.artsmidwest.org  
Arts Midwest promotes creativity, nurtures cultural leadership, and engages people in meaningful 
arts experiences, bringing vitality to Midwest communities and enriching people’s lives.  

Kentucky Museum & Heritage Alliance, https://kymuseums.org 
The Kentucky Museum and Heritage Alliance (KMHA) serves the cultural, artistic, historical, and 
museum communities of Kentucky through support of collaboration, communication, networking, 
professional development, and advocacy. 

Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (OAAE), www.oaae.net  
The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (OAAE) is a statewide arts education service organization 
founded in 1974. The organization has evolved overtime into a nationally recognized leader in arts 
education.  
 Greater Cincinnati Alliance for Arts Education, www.cincyartsalliance.org 

Ohio Arts Professionals Network, www.oapn.org  
OAPN exists to nurture the creative spirit in our community. A community that supports the arts is a 
community that we’re proud to be a part of. We believe a person’s life touched by an artistic 
endeavor is a life enhanced. 

Ohio Citizens for the Arts, www.ohiocitizensforthearts.org  
Ohio Citizens for the Arts is a member-driven, not-for-profit, grass roots arts advocacy organization 
working to benefit the citizens of Ohio  

Ohio Museums Association, www.ohiomuseums.org  
The Ohio Museums Association serves the diverse Ohio museum community by providing a forum 
for support and communication to enhance the ability of institutions to serve the public interest. 
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South Arts, www.southarts.org  
South Arts is a non-profit, Regional Arts Organization (RAO) headquartered in Atlanta, Ga serving 
audiences, arts organizations, and individual artists. South Arts is funded by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, member states, foundations, businesses and individuals. We work in 
partnership with the State Arts Agencies of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

Southeastern Museums Conference, www.semcdirect.net 
The Southeastern Museums Conference (SEMC), nonprofit membership organization, is an 
association of museums, museum staff, independent professionals and corporate partners. We 
focus on the Southeastern United State including: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, Puerto 
Rico, and US Virgin Islands. 
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