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Work/Surface, begun in 2015 and ongoing, is inspired both by Winold Reiss’s 
Worker Murals series, completed for Cincinnati’s Union Terminal in 1933, 
and by Formica laminate, a native product famous for its smoothness and 
durability. The mosaics literally depict Cincinnati’s industrial interiors and 
workers, but in using Formica laminate as medium, the mosaics achieve a 
conceptual dimension. Our process requires a combination of painstaking 
handicraft and digital fabrication. Formica laminate is nearly flawless and 
mechanically produced to provide work surfaces upon which people work 
with their hands. In seeing Formica, one cannot separate its high-tech 
appearance from its low-tech purpose, and one never completely reconciles 
its haptic reality with the many natural surfaces it imitates. Therefore, at the 
material level, the mosaics embody a fluctuation of harmonies and tensions 
between technology and humanity, as do the images of people working 
among machines. We find beauty in this, as we hope the mosaics are 
beautiful.  
 
The project emerged from our shared affection for factory tours and our 
desire to know how things are made, as well as through our individual 
obsessions and experimentations with common man-made materials. 
Throughout this project, we have experienced surprising and satisfying 
results from setting clear creative boundaries, such as a mechanical process 
in which images are exclusively comprised of a single layer of flat shapes cut 
out by lasers, or by being limited only to an available palette of Formica styles 
and colors. Despite these limitations, we discovered expanded creative 
possibilities. 
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The project is supported by funding from the University of Cincinnati’s Third 
Century Grant for Arts and Humanities and Formica Corporation. 
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